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Thailand Strengthens Laws Against
Sexual Harassment with Landmark
Criminal Code Amendments

Parliamentary Approval Marks Historic Legal Reform

Bangkok, Thailand ¢ July 30, 2025

Executive Summary: The Thai Parliament has unanimously approved
pivotal amendments to the Criminal Code, dramatically broadening the
definition of sexual harassment. This landmark decision represents a
comprehensive overhaul of existing legislation, designed to protect
individuals from a wider array of unwanted sexual behaviors and ensure
justice for victims in the digital age.

Legislative Overview

This significant move towards fostering a safer and more equitable society
marks a comprehensive overhaul of existing legislation. The unanimous
decision announced on July 30, 2025, demonstrates broad consensus among
lawmakers on the urgency and importance of this reform, ensuring that victims
feel empowered to come forward knowing the law is on their side.

Expanded Definition of Sexual Harassment

* Verbal Harassment: Including lewd comments, suggestive
remarks, or any verbal expressions with sexual connotations
that cause discomfort or humiliation.

e Behavioral Harassment: Inappropriate gestures, persistent
staring, or any non-verbal actions that are sexually
suggestive and unwelcome.



e Stalking: Persistent following, monitoring, or unwanted
attention that causes fear, distress, or a feeling of being
unsafe.

* Digital and Online Harassment: Harassment through
computer systems, social media, or electronic means,
including unsolicited explicit content, cyberstalking, or online
behavior intended to harass or humiliate.

Legal Penalties: 1-5 Years Imprisonment

Additional Legal Updates

Beyond sexual harassment, the amendments also address the definition of
"defilement" which was penetration involving genitals. The updated law now
extends this definition to include the use of any body part or object for
penetration, further closing loopholes and ensuring that a broader range
of sexual assault acts are prosecutable.

Expected Impact and Significance

This legislative milestone, driven by growing public awareness and
advocacy for stronger protections against sexual misconduct, is
expected to have a profound impact on societal norms and behaviors in
Thailand. It fosters greater understanding of what constitutes sexual
harassment and promotes a culture of respect and consent.

The enactment represents a progressive step forward for Thailand's
legal framework, aligning it more closely with international standards for
safeguarding human rights and dignity. This crucial legal update
reinforces Thailand's dedication to creating a safer environment for all
its citizens, tackling complex social issues with proactive and
comprehensive legislative measures.



This document summarizes the landmark amendments to Thailand's Criminal Code regarding
sexual harassment laws, effective July 30, 2025.





